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annual Thanksgiving service, and a 
holiday open house for the Senate com-
munity. 

He prayed on the Senate floor for the 
convening of most Senate sessions. He 
taught 44 Bible studies for approxi-
mately 150 Senate staff. He taught 44 
Bible studies for approximately 15 staff 
in the Postal Square Building. He 
taught 40 Bible studies for the Senators 
in Senator INHOFE’s Capitol office. He 
taught 44 Bible studies for 15 chiefs of 
staff. He engaged in hospital visita-
tions on frequent occasions and gave 
weekly updates about the sick and in-
jured at the Senate Prayer Breakfast. 
He delivered the eulogy for former Sen-
ator Edward Brook at the National Ca-
thedral. He spoke at memorial services 
and funerals for various Senate staff 
members. He ministered to Senate of-
fice staff members during times of 
grief. He spoke to Senate staff during 
staff meetings. 

That is not all. In relation to his ac-
tivities and duties, he hosted a ladies’ 
small group Bible study every Monday, 
consisting of Senate staff. He had a 
small group of men consisting of Cap-
itol police officers and other Senate 
staff for Bible study every Wednesday. 

Mr. President, everyone should know 
that he does more than give this prayer 
opening the Senate every day. In fact, 
if that was all he did, it would be well 
worth the functions of the Senate 
Chaplain, but he does much more. I 
congratulate him and express the ap-
preciation of the entire Senate for the 
good work and good representations 
this fine man does representing our 
country. Remember, he is a retired ad-
miral of the U.S. Navy. 

f 

REMEMBERING DALE BUMPERS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, on another 
subject, I had the good fortune yester-
day to attend the funeral of Dale 
Bumpers in Little Rock, AR. The cere-
mony lasted almost 2 hours. It was a 
stunningly spiritual, humorous, and 
historical occasion. 

Dale Bumpers performed at that desk 
back there by the exit of this door. He 
had an extra long extension cord, and 
he traipsed around back there, walking 
back and forth, speaking only as he 
could do. It is what we do here in the 
Senate. Based on seniority, everyone 
moves forward. He served here for a 
quarter of a century, but he never 
wanted to leave that space back there 
because that was his place to inform 
the public about how he felt about dif-
ferent issues. 

Coming from the Presiding Officer’s 
State, he was a man who didn’t fit the 
mold necessarily of what a lot of people 
expected of a Senator, but he was a 
giant killer politically. He defeated 
Orval Faubus after he had been in a 
governorship in the State of Arkansas 
for many years—a famous man; he beat 
him. Four years later, he beat William 
Fulbright, a longtime Member of the 
U.S. Senate and one of the most promi-
nent, famous Senators in the history of 

the country. Then he started 24 years 
of service here in the Senate. 

I have great admiration for Dale 
Bumpers. The speeches and eulogies 
given yesterday were remarkable. His 
son Brent spoke for a short period of 
time. Former Senator David Pryor 
spoke for quite a while and talked 
about things they did together, the 
work they did on behalf of Arkansas. 

At the Pryor Center, they are doing a 
recorded history of how people feel 
about Senator Bumpers. I had the abil-
ity to give my view. I said that I did 
not know of a Senate delegation with 
more power than Bumpers and Pryor 
had for the State of Arkansas during 
my more than three decades of service 
here in the Capitol. I have never seen 
two people who had as much power and 
prestige for a State as Bumpers and 
Pryor had. 

I am very fortunate that Landra and 
I were able to attend that funeral and 
listen to the eulogies given by Pryor 
and then, of course, by President Bill 
Clinton. It is too bad that the entire 
service couldn’t have been recorded be-
cause it was hilarious. He was an ex-
tremely funny man and a man who 
taught me a lot about the Senate. I 
have missed him for a long time, and I 
will always remember him for a num-
ber of reasons, not the least of which 
was his ability to speak. 
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THE PRESIDENT’S LEADERSHIP 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, in less than 
300 days, the American people will head 
to the polls to elect the President of 
the United States. An election year 
places the state of our Union under in-
tense scrutiny. At this time it is im-
portant to remember just how far we 
have come through the leadership of 
President Barack Obama. 

I can remember the first time I heard 
Barack Obama’s name. I was in the 
House gym, where I worked out for 
many years. Former Members have a 
little room in the back. Abner Mikva— 
long-time Congressman from Illinois, 
top lawyer for President Clinton, ap-
pellate court judge, and has had quite a 
remarkable career himself—was there. 
While we were getting dressed, he said 
to me: We have a Senate race in Illi-
nois. And I asked: Well, whom are you 
supporting? He said: Barack Obama. I 
thought he was trying to be funny. 
Barack Obama? Come on. That is basi-
cally what I said to him, but I was 
wrong and he was right. This man with 
the unusual name was elected Presi-
dent of the United States. 

It is important to remember just how 
far we have come through his leader-
ship. After 8 years of disaster under 
President Bush, the American people 
embraced President Obama’s message 
of hope and change. On January 20, 
2009, Barack Obama became the first 
African-American President in the his-
tory of our country. Instead of working 
with the President to repair our econ-
omy, strengthen the middle class, and 
help working families, Republicans 

have chosen a path, for 7 years, of re-
lentless obstruction. 

In fact, during the President’s first 
term, the Republican leader publicly 
said: ‘‘The single most important thing 
we want to achieve is for President 
Obama to be a one-term President.’’ As 
we look back over 7 years of the Obama 
Presidency, one thing is clear: Repub-
licans have failed in their radical cru-
sade against him. President Obama in-
herited the worst recession since the 
Great Depression. He acted imme-
diately to address the economic crisis 
and begin rebuilding our economy. Be-
cause of President Obama, our econ-
omy has fought back from the brink of 
destruction, which is what it really 
was. 

Last month, record car sales were an-
nounced for the year 2015. How did it 
come about? Because President Obama 
went against the Republicans every 
step of the way by saving Chrysler and 
GM and giving Ford a great boost. The 
most significant car and truck sales in 
the history of our country occurred 
last year. Millions of Americans now 
have health care. The President made 
sure he fulfilled his promise of getting 
Osama bin Laden, and he did. He was 
killed. The President has taken bold 
action to address our broken immigra-
tion system, doubled our country’s pro-
duction of renewable energy, and ex-
panded access to higher education for 
millions of Americans. 

I have a lot of affection and admira-
tion for President Obama and most ev-
eryone knows that. I have had the good 
fortune of working with him for the 
past 9 years in the Senate and as Presi-
dent. His rescuing the Nation from cri-
sis, his bold legislative achievement, 
and his refusal to back down in the 
face of Republican obstruction have 
made him one of the best Presidents of 
all time. 

No State was hit harder by the reces-
sion and foreclosure crisis than Ne-
vada. President Obama provided the re-
sources necessary to stabilize the shat-
tered housing markets, keep respon-
sible borrowers in their homes, and re-
duce foreclosures. Through the efforts 
he made, the President and his admin-
istration were able to provide about 
$200 million to Nevada’s hardest hit 
homes, and there were lots of them. It 
didn’t take care of all the problems, 
but it certainly helped a great deal. 
These were programs that provided un-
employed and underemployed home-
owners financial assistance. 

Nevada’s unemployment rate reached 
almost 14 percent. Across the country, 
the rate of unemployment was about 10 
percent. Today we have seen over 70 
consecutive months of job growth, and 
our economy has added more than 14 
million private sector jobs during the 
Obama years. Keep in mind what was 
happening during the last months of 
the Bush administration. During the 
first 2 months after the President was 
elected but not sworn into office, 
800,000 jobs were lost 2 months in a row. 
It is hard to comprehend that, but that 
is what happened. 
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